


The arca of occurrence of the variant phase of both species lies in the county
of Normanby and stretches north-west from the basalt formations of the Mt
Clay Range as a gently sloping, low-lying plain, to the limestone gorges of the

158" e
S

a7 -
RIVER

SOUTH AUSTRALIA VICTORIA

<] PINARCO

RUFOGASTER neeE (53
MARITIMA m .

*ssemy whea

TR HEATMERE

Yaaa

H.H.E

Fig. I

Map of south-eastern portion of South Australia and adjoining areas of Victoria, showing
main Jines of distribution of Phascogale { Antechinus) (luuipe.s rufugaster and Ph. ( Antechinus
swainsoni naritimea subsp. nov.

Glenelg River ncar its great western bend, about 15 miles from the South
Australian border. The average height above sea level is no mare than 150
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the laboratory than by field work. But from avalogy it would seem almost
certain that similar “pockets” of them, induced by similar microclimates are (or
werce) scattered over the very large areas of eastern Australia where the species
occur, The dilemma seems to lead either to the recognition of a geographically
unfixed “physiological race”—a conception still dubiously regarded in many
quarters—or to the possible naming of a patchwork of isolated micro-subspecies,
scarcely distinguishable except by the sites they occupy.

As much of theoretical interest may be obscured by the lavish use of
subspecific names, it secms preferable at present to leave the fuliginous phases
innominatc and accept the unorthodoxy of the first expedient.

In conclusion, T wish to express my great obligation to Messrs. H. H. Finck
of Heathmere and E. Peterson of Gorae, friends of long standing, whose frequent
hospitality has enabled me to keep the local mammals under observation for
many vears.
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